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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Well as I write this month’s newsletter, things look very different in the world of Schools and PE. Sadly, we are no longer in school but as we are all aware this is for everyone’s safety and hopefully it won’t be too long until we are all back together. However, before we closed we did manage to squeeze in some sporting events. 

The 3 classes in Year 4 enjoyed a morning at Stanground Academy, where they were lucky enough to compete against other schools in a range of indoor athletic disciplines. I was fortunate enough to attend this event with the year 4 children and it was evident from their faces, attitude and enthusiasm that they had a great time and tried their best to earn points for their team. Taking 90 children to competitive events is no mean feat so a big thank you to the Year 4 staff for completing all the paperwork behind the scenes to ensure children were entered correctly into their chosen events. Another thank you to the staff who attended with the children on the day, again, as trying to ensure 90 children are in the correct place at the correct time is not easy!  

Year 5 have continued to enjoy their deep water swimming at Stanground Academy. Due to school closing, unfortunately not all children have had this opportunity this year but hopefully when things return to normal we can look into this and see whether any additional sessions can be arranged.

Some Year 3 children were lucky enough to go off on their residential to Alymerton. During their time away they enjoyed lots of trips in the great outdoors including a visit to the beach! The children learn lots of new skills on residentials, not only sporting skills but life skills and independence which they will use in later life. 

The whole school took part in sporting events for Sport Relief week as well as dressing in sports kit on Friday 13th. The Sports Champions pupil voice group decided on a sporting event that each year group would try during the week. They tried to give age appropriate activities as well as giving children the opportunity to try something that they might not have already covered in PE. There were some great sessions of cricket, tag ruby and obstacle races to name a few. The children looked great in their sports kit on Friday and the donations that were given will go to very good causes, so a big thank you to all who took part and for the generous donations.  
Sadly, as I mentioned at the beginning of the newsletter we are not in school and because of this several sporting events that should have gone ahead were cancelled in March. However, I thought I would take this opportunity to mention those that would have been competing, as the children have been working incredibly hard over the last few weeks/months to prepare for various competitions. 
The yr3/4 Gymnastics team have been learning and perfecting their routines since January and they were looking absolutely brilliant. All their efforts will not have gone to waste as hopefully the children will be able to enter the competition next year instead. So to the Gymnasts, keep up the good work and I hope you have been practising while you have been at home!

Some children in years 5 and 6 would have been participating in Sportshall Athletics over at Stanground Academy. Similar to the event that Year 4 took part in, this competition would have seen selected children take part in various ‘track and field’ disciplines against other schools. 

Our KS2 Football Teams who have already enjoyed success this year in a variety of competitions were scheduled to play in a friendly against St Michaels School. Once we are back in school I am hoping to re-schedule this so the children do not miss out. 
The Spring Term after school clubs were due to begin, but for obvious reasons these haven’t started. As you know, at Southfields, we organise a range of clubs each term so these will be back up and running as soon as it is safe to do so. 
Overall considering the circumstances, we still managed to have a lot of healthy, active children this month! Although we are currently not in school, I hope you are all keeping safe and well and are trying to stay active in any ways that you can. If the weather remains kind to us, it will be lovely for you to spend time as families out walking/cycling/running when and where you can, enjoying the outdoors and appreciating the areas we have around us that we are often too busy to embrace. For those of you that have to remain at home at all times, remember there are lots of online workouts that you can do and even get creative by making your own workouts with brothers and sisters! The main message is to stay safe and look after each other.

Take Care and Kind Regards 

Miss Smith  
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